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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

 

Sunday January 29, 2023 
 

Tone 8/ Eothinon 11 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

&  
Seventeenth Sunday of Matthew 

 
Translation of relics of Ignatius the    

God-bearer of Antioch 
New-martyr Demetrios of Chios  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
My Family and Friends by Michele Lakis 
George Haddad by Ted and Karen Ziton 
Eddie Haddad by Ted and Karen Ziton 
 
Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
Pietro Massiti by Dr . Philip DeMio 
My Parents Alice and George Lakis by Michele Lakis 
Fred and Helen Hanna by Bill and Marry Ann Cole 

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Saturday February 04, 2023 Great Vespers Service  @ 5:00 pm 
Presiding His Eminence Metropolitan Antonios, Patriarchal Vicar  
Sunday February 05, 2023 Orthros @9:30am—Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them, 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He 
who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Jauary 29, 2023 
Tone 8/ Eothinon 11; Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  

& Seventeenth Sunday of Matthew 
Translation of relics of Ignatius the God-bearer of Antioch; New-martyr Demetrios of Chios  

 

 
 
 





       THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He rose from the dead, Christ our true God,  through the  intercessions of 
His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother. By the might of the Precious and  Life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplica-
tion of the  honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious 
and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of           
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glor ious 
and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the 
patron and protector of this holy community; of the  holy and righteous ancestors of God, 
Joachim and Anna, of the Hieromartyr Ignatius, the God-bearer of Antioch; and the 
New-martyr Demetrios of Chios, whose memory we celebrate today,  and of all the 
saints: have  mercy on us and save us,  forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.  
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Father s, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have 
mercy   upon us and save us.  
 

Choir: Amen.  

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 







Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-Bearer, Bishop of Antioch 
The Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-Bearer, was a disciple of 

the holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, as was 

also Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (February 23). Saint 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch, and successor to 

Bishop Euodius, Apostle of the Seventy (September 7). 

Tradition suggests that when Saint Ignatius was a little boy, 

the Savior hugged him and said: “Unless you turn and be-

come as little children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom 

of Heaven” (Mt. 18:3). The saint was called “God-

Bearer” (Theophoros), because he bore God in his heart and 

prayed unceasingly to Him. He also had this name because 

he was held in the arms of Christ, the incarnate Son of God. 

Saint Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, together with Saint Polycarp of 

Smyrna. As Bishop of Antioch, Saint Ignatius was zealous and spared no effort to build up the 

church of Christ. To him is attributed the practice of antiphonal singing (by two choirs) during 

church services. He had seen a vision of the angels in heaven alternately singing praises to God, 

and divided his church choir to follow this example. In the time of persecution he was a source of 

strength to the souls of his flock, and was eager to suffer for Christ. 

In the year 106 the emperor Trajan (98-117), after his victory over the Scythians, ordered         

everyone to give thanks to the pagan gods, and to put to death any Christians who refused to   

worship the idols. In the year 107, Trajan happened to pass through Antioch. Here they told him 

that Bishop Ignatius openly confessed Christ, and taught people to scorn riches, to lead a virtuous 

life, and preserve their virginity. Saint Ignatius came voluntarily before the emperor, so as to avert 

persecution of the Christians in Antioch. Saint Ignatius rejected the persistent requests of the     

emperor Trajan to sacrifice to the idols. The emperor then decided to send him to Rome to be 

thrown to the wild beasts. Saint Ignatius joyfully accepted the sentence imposed upon him. His 

readiness for martyrdom was attested to by eyewitnesses, who accompanied Saint Ignatius from 

Antioch to Rome. 

On the way to Rome, the ship sailed from Seleucia stopped at Smyrna, where Saint Ignatius met 

with his friend Bishop Polycarp. Clergy and believers from other cities and towns thronged to see 

Saint Ignatius. He exhorted everyone not to fear death and not to grieve for him. In his Epistle to  

 



the Roman Christians, he asked them to assist him with their prayers, and to pray that God would 

strengthen him in his impending martyrdom for Christ: “I seek Him Who died for us; I desire Him 

Who rose for our salvation... In me, desire has been nailed to the cross, and no flame of material 

longing is left. Only the living water speaks within me, saying, ‘Hasten to the Father.’” 

From Smyrna, Saint Ignatius went to Troas. Here he heard the happy news of the end of the        

persecution against Christians in Antioch. From Troas, Saint Ignatius sailed to Neapolis (in Mace-

donia) and then to Philippi. 

On the way to Rome Saint Ignatius visited several churches, teaching and guiding the Christians 

there. He also wrote seven epistles: to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome,         

Philadelphia, and Smyrna. He also addressed a letter to Saint Polycarp, who mentions a collection 

of the letters of Saint Ignatius in his letter to the Philippians (Ch. 13). Saint Irenaeus of Lyons 

quotes from Saint Ignatius’s letter to the Romans (AGAINST HERESIES 5:28:4). All these letters 

have survived to the present day. 

The Roman Christians met Saint Ignatius with great joy and profound sorrow. Some of them hoped 

to prevent his execution, but Saint Ignatius implored them not to do this. Kneeling down, he prayed 

together with the believers for the Church, for love between the brethren, and for an end to the per-

secution against Christians. 

On December 20, the day of a pagan festival, they led Saint Ignatius into the arena, and he turned 

to the people: “Men of Rome, you know that I am sentenced to death, not because of any crime, but 

because of my love for God, by Whose love I am embraced. I long to be with Him, and offer      

myself to him as a pure loaf, made of fine wheat ground fine by the teeth of wild beasts.” 

After this the lions were released and tore him to pieces, leaving only his heart and a few bones. 

Tradition says that on his way to execution, Saint Ignatius unceasingly repeated the name of Jesus 

Christ. When they asked him why he was doing this, Saint Ignatius answered that this Name was 

written in his heart, and that he confessed with his lips Him Whom he always carried within. When 

the saint was devoured by the lions, his heart was not touched. When they cut open the heart, the 

pagans saw an inscription in gold letters: “Jesus Christ.” After his execution Saint Ignatius          

appeared to many of the faithful in their sleep to comfort them, and some saw him at prayer for the 

city of Rome. 

Hearing of the saint’s great courage, Trajan thought well of him and stopped the persecution 

against the Christians. The relics of Saint Ignatius were transferred to Antioch (January 29), and on 

February 1, 637 were returned to Rome and placed in the church of San Clemente. 



Patriarchate of Antioch 
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is part of the Patriarchate of 
Antioch and All the East. The See of Antioch dates back to the days of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul, founders and patrons of the Church of Antioch, and currently ranks third in honor among 
the fifteen autocephalous Orthodox Churches. It was in Antioch that the disciples were first 
called Christians (Acts 11:26). The first Bishop of Antioch was St. Peter the Apostle and the 
third was St. Ignatius of Antioch; it was from Antioch that Saint Peter and Saint Barnabas set 
out on their great missionary journeys, a tradition that marks the history of the Church of     
Antioch. When the Turks took the city of Antioch, the offices of the Patriarchate of Antioch was moved to         
Damascus, the civil capital of Syria, where it remains to this day “on the street called Straight.” (Acts 9:11).  
The Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East comprises nineteen archdioceses throughout the world, 
including in the Middle East (Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula), Europe, North and South 
America and Australia, among them the archdiocese of North America.  
The current Patriarch of Antioch His Beatitude, Ignatius IV (Hazim) is the one hundred and seventieth Patriarch 
after Saint Peter. On 2 July 1979, under the name of Ignatius IV, he became the Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch, 
the third ranking hierarch of the Orthodox Church after the Patriarchs of Constantinople and Alexandria. 
Christian Importance of Antioch 
 
Antioch is frequently mentioned throughout both the Old and New Testaments, but most frequently in the Acts of 
the Apostles. Saint Nicholas, one of the original seven deacons, was a convert from Antioch (Acts 6:5). Christian 
refugees fled to Antioch during the persecution of the Church in Jerusalem which saw the martyrdom of Saint  
Stephen (Acts 9).  
It was in Antioch that the followers of Jesus were first called by the name "Christian" (Acts 11:26).  
With Antioch's excellent location and communications by land and sea, and with its strong Christian community, it 
was only natural that it serve as the base for the missionary journeys of Saint Paul and his companions (Acts 
13:1). No other city played such an important part in the earliest beginnings of non-Jewish Christianity. 
 
Antioch was the centre from which the Christian faith was propagated all over the Roman world. "Now in the 
Church of Antioch there were prophets and teachers. While they were worshiping the Lord,  the Holy Spirit told 
them,   'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.' Then after fasting and  
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off" (Acts 13:1-9).  
From Antioch, Saint Paul started his trips to Asia Minor and the western Roman world, including Rome itself.   
Church tradition maintains that the See of Antioch was founded by Saint Peter the Apostle in 34 AD (Acts 2:26). 
Saint Peter was either followed or joined by the Apostles Paul and Barnabas who preached there to both Jews 
and to non-Jews. Antioch had a vibrant Jewish community at the time.   
It was in Antioch that one of the first conflicts within the Church developed between the Apostles Peter and Paul. 
The conflict was about whether male converts to Christianity needed to follow all the Jewish law including being 
circumcised. It was the resolution of this conflict at the Council of Jerusalem under Saint James the Apostle that 
determined the direction of the Antiochian mission to the non-Jews, and the dynamic nature of that Christian  
community in its missionary outreach. 
 
The Apostles directed a truly universal ministry. After spending some seven years in Antioch, Saint Peter left for 
Rome. To succeed him as bishop of Antioch, he consecrated his disciple Aphodus, who is thus counted from the 
earliest episcopal lists as the first successor to the Antiochian throne of Saint Peter. The multiple Apostolic     
foundation of the Christian community of Antioch, the early missions centred there and the active nature of the 
community, as recorded in the New Testament, are a unique heritage to all who trace their spiritual and ecclesias-
tical roots to the Antiochian Patriarchate.  
 
The importance of Antioch for church administration is based on the fact that the first church in Christianity was 
established in Antioch. "So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul [who became later known as Saint Paul], 
and when he found him he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a large 
company of people. And in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians" (Acts 11:25-26).  
Fathers of Antioch 
The Church of Antioch continued its essential contributions to the universal Church by the numerous outstanding 
personalities it nurtured. Saint Ignatius of Antioch, for example, is revered as both a victorious martyr during the 
reign of Emperor Trajan (early second century) and as a reliable historical source for the structure of Church life.  
 
 



Saint Ignatius was the second successor to Saint Peter and may actually have been consecrated by that Apostle 
or Saint Paul. 
 
Antioch was famous for its theological school which was one of the best in all of Christendom. It adopted the     
Realism system, which is one of the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle's principles, while the school of             
Alexandria followed the Idealism system which is one of the ancient Greek philosopher Plato's principles. Many 
well-known fathers were educated in the school of Antioch, such as Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Saint John        
Chrysostom, and many others. On the same principles, St Ephram the Syrian, re-established the school of Edessa 
in the fourth century.  
From that time on, Antioch was destroyed more than five times due to earthquakes, and ceased its commercial 
and strategic importance because of these.  
Patriarchate 
 
During the fourth and fifth centuries of Christianity, several large and influential cities were recognized as regional 
administrative centers of the Church. These cities were: 
 
1. Rome in the west,  
2. Constantinople in the north-east, 
3. Alexandria in the south,  
4. Antioch in the east, and  
5. Jerusalem, the original city of God.  
The bishop in each of these major cities was recognized as having co-ordinating authority and appellate            
jurisdiction over other bishops in his specific region. As such, they were distinguished by the title "Patriarch" (from 
the Greek meaning "Chief Father").   
The present Patriarch of Antioch, His Beatitude John X, is the 166th successor of the first bishop of Antioch, Saint 
Peter the Apostle. 
In the year 1268 ad, the Orthodox patriarchs left the city forever and wandered from one place to another. Finally, 
they settled down in Damascus in the year 1366 ad. Damascus by that time was the main city in Syria, and it   
remains to this time the centre of the Antiochian Patriarchs. 
 
The Orthodox Church is the largest Christian body in the Middle East.  
 
Antiochian Saints 

Over the centuries, the Church of Antioch has been associated with many saints on the Church's calendar. These 
include the following:  
 
Synaxis of the Great Saints of the Holy Church of Antioch  
 

· Andrew of Crete 
· Apostles Peter and Paul 
· Babylas of Antioch 
· Bacchus and Sergius 
· Christopher the Great-martyr 
· Daniel the Stylite 
· Ephrem the Syrian 
· Eustathius of Antioch 
· George the Trophy-bearer 
· Habib 

 

· Ignatius of Antioch 
· Isaac the Syrian 
· John Chrysostom 
· John of Damascus 
· Joseph of Damascus 
· Meletius of Antioch 
· Raphael of Brooklyn 
· Roman the Melodist 
· Symeon the Stylite 
· Thekla the Protomartyr 
 



 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


